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WONDER WOMEN i» MISSION

Rev. Betsy Schwarzentraub

Superman, Catwoman, Batman Begins: you've seen these
recent superheroes or heard of their box office hits. So what's next
from DC Comics? Wonder Waoman!

That's right: Joel Silver, of The Matrix fame, will hring
Wonder Woman to the hig screen in 2007. Dressed in red, white and
blue, and Amazon warrior / Greek goddess of the hunt (no kidding)
is the only woman character to he puhlished continuously since
mare than a half century ago. She hecame popular in a television
series in the '70s and an animated series in the '70s and '80s and
again in 2000. She’s been hailed as one of our society’s biggest pop
culture symhols. Amazing.

Why do so many people yearn for superheroes, anyway?
What are they searching for that's so larger-than-life? Put another
way, What is so lacking in real life, that only fantasy superherces
seem able to fill the gap? Well true, real life can feel belittling at
times, just so . . ordinary. Where's the excitement for people who
are caught by limitations or by daily routine? More importantly,
where millions of people really suffer in this world, where is the
wider vision of caring, and "who will go for us” on their hehalf?

This is where mission comes in: real-life, honest-to-God
service among people, providing opportunities for God to heal our
communities and transform people’s lives. I'm talking ahout the real
God, not some fictional comics pantheon.

"Wonder Women in Mission” is the theme for two important
resourcing events for districc UMW officers and members (See
enclosed articles). These days will be practical follow-ups to our
Conference UMW theme of “"Women Who Dare” and the DOLTE
officer training event last fall.

Okay, so you don't feel like Wonder Woman, saving the world
in each daily episode. That's why these days of training and
empowering are so essential. It takes real women to actually save
the world. Far hetter than comic strip characters, extraordinary
women in every one of our churches are filled with wonder at what
God is doing and can do through us, right here. Together, we are
women who do true wonders, acting in practical, person-to-person
ways as the hands and feet of Jesus Christ in this world.
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January 21,251 eadership Events
March 3-5-Spiritual Retreat, Silver
Spur
March 2-25-Mission Travel to India-
Pakistan
Aprtil 1-DD Spring Event
May 4-7-Assembly, Anaheim
June 17-CA-NV UMW Annual
Breakfast
July 15, 22-One day Mission Study
Events
August 11-13- Mission Study Event,
Reno

September 15-17-Mission Study
Event,

Santa Nellz
September 30-DD Fall Annual Meeting
Event
October 20-DOLTE
October 21-Conference Annual
Celebration
Important websites
DeltaDistrict UMW
http://www.abgm-
umc.org/deltacanvumw
CaNvConference UMW
http://www.cnumw.org
Women's Division
http://abam-
umc.org/umw/index.cfm
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There’s another key date to launch you into mission in a
powerful way: the Conference-wide Stewardship for Mission event
on February 24-25, '06, led by Rev. Paul Dirdak, the head of
UMCOR (the United Methodist Committee on Relief). Paul will
return to us, his home Conference, for two days of nuts-and-bolts
leadership training on orienting your own congregation for major
mission, and growing joyful givers to support it. Think of attending
as part of your church’s team!

Wonder Women in Mission, Stewards for Mission, right here
in our congregations and communities, in the name and power of
Jesus Christ. That's worlds hetter than a fictional caped character.
And we have the longest-running record, too — 2,000 years — of
truly saving the world.

Rev. Betsy Schwarzentraub, D. Min. is presently Ca-Nv
California UMC Director of Stewardship Development for the UM
Foundation.

GOD BREAKS

Carol Edwards, Delta District President

The holidays seem very busy. There's more to do, and less
sunshine to call “day”. With much to do, it is important to start
and end the day with God—and even to take God-breaks during
the day. Those are the times that help us remember whose we
are. Then we can focus on the most important thing—our
relationship with God and with neighbors. In that relationship, we
learn to do that which is truly valuable and we can realize the
insignificance of some "demands” on us.

Some feel emotionally overloaded with concerns for the
victims of the tsunami, hurricanes, tornados, earthquakes and
other natural disasters. In addition, there are those disasters
brought about by the choices of individuals, groups and
governments. Where are we to find rest and peace except with
God?

I look forward to meeting with you at the Leadership
Development event most convenient for you in January. Look for
additional information on another page. Please read about your
UMW job in the new handhooks that were published this past year.

Be blessed in your deepening relationship with God
this holiday season.
In God's love, Carol. umwoman2000@yahoo.com

PROGRAM PEOPLE ARTS

Mary Jo Borrego, Delta District Vice-President

An interesting book from the Reading Program is “Learmning to Pray”
by Wayne Muller. He goes through the Lord’s Prayer phrase by
phrase and gives some interesting commentaries on them. More to
come af the January Leadership Event. (see page 7)

Mary Jo Borrego. JOFRANK@SONNET.COM
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MINUTES TO RECORDS!

Joyce Brinsky, Secretary

Training will be offered to new
incoming secretaries and returning
secretaries in January 2006. Bring
your questions and suggestions on
what you think make a good
secretary. Minutes are a very
important record of what happens in
your unit so being as accurate as
possible is the rule. Enjoy the
upcoming Holidays. Remember with

Christ's help all things are possible.
Joyce JMBrinsky@aol.com

TREASURER'S CHEST

Marietta Hovis, Treasurer

The year is quickly coming to
a close and we will he celebrating
our Savior's birth. At this time, I
want you to know how much I
appreciate each of you, as I have
struggled to learn this year as your
new District Treasurer. You'll never
know how much I appreciate your
patience and understanding.

At this time I would like to
give you dates you need to mark on
your calendars for the year 2006:
March 1% — quarter ends
June 1% — quarter ends
September 1%t — quarter ends
December 10" — quarter ends

For all units wanting to
achieve the Five Star Status, your
year runs from October to October,
so all funds to qualify your unit for
this, must be to the District
Treasurer by October 1=t yearly.

We are $10,481.66 below our
total giving in 2004; however, the
year is not over yet. So, those units
who haven’t sent in vyour pledges
and gifts need to get your checks in
before the 15 of December 2005.
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